
Bessemer Steel
First produced in 1856 in converter (furnace)
invented by Henry Bessemer; was much more
durable and harder than iron. Steel was a critical
commodity in the Second Industrial Revolution.

Cotton Gin Invented by Eli Whitney, it
separated the cotton from the seeds

Factory System
This new system gradually replaced localized cottage industry.
Workers were paid by the hour instead of for what they
produce. On one hand it decreased the need for skilled labor,
but in other ways it increased the amount of specialization due
to labor being concentrated in factories.

Free Enterprise
Economic system in which individuals and
businesses are allowed to compete for profit
with a minimum of government interference

Industrialization
The development of industries for the machine production of
goods.
The process in which a society or country (or world) transforms
itself from a primarily agricultural society into one based on the
manufacturing of goods and services.

Industrial Revolution
A period of rapid growth in the use of
machines in manufacturing and production
that began in England during the mid-
1700s

Innovation
something new, a change; the act of

introducing a new method, idea, device,
etc.

Interchangeable Parts Identical pieces that could be
assembled quickly by unskilled workers

Knights of Labor
1st effort to create National union. Open to
everyone but lawyers and bankers. Vague
program, no clear goals, weak leadership and
organization. Failed

Mechanical Reaper
McCormick's invention that vastly increased the
productivity of the American grain farmer
Machine invented by Cyrus McCormick that could
harvest wheat quickly



Plantation System
An economic system based on mass production of
crops (tobacco, cotton, rice..) on large farms with
slave labor, started in Virginia spreading
throughout the Southern Colonies.

Steamboat
A boat that moves by the power of a

steam engine, made it easier and
quicker to travel goods

Urbanization Movement of people from rural
areas to cities


